Clinical evaluation of 33 patients with histologically verified germinoma.
We evaluated 33 patients with histologically verified germinoma between 1978 and 1992. The patients consisted of 23 men and 10 women between 6 and 32 years of age. All patients underwent either biopsy, partial resection, or total resection. All patients received radiotherapy, and all had a complete remission. Recurrence occurred in three patients. Two recurrences were outside of the irradiated area. Though there were four deaths, none were caused by germinoma. Three resulted from the inadequate hormonal replacement. Accurate staging of patients with germinoma using magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), including whole spinal MRI, and development of a radiochemotherapy or chemotherapy method that preserves the hypothalamic-pituitary axis function are needed.